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native of North Africa, and was em-
ployed to keep down the rabbits which
infested Spain (see Hehn, Kulturpflanzen
und Hausthiere, p. 372).

Blastus, described by the grammarian
Maro (p. 82, Huemer) as an ogre. Can
this word be connected with BXao-w, as
Maro affirms ? Miklosich derives it
from the Slavish word Volosu, the
Slavish shepherd god.

Gradivus, from the root gra, meaning
to shout; cf. Slavonic igra, play or

dance ; so that Gradivus will mean the
shouting deity.

Felis meant in the first place some
kind of weasel used by the Romans for
a cat, which was unknown to the
Romans till the third century A.D. This
word is the origin of the modern
French word belette which is wrongly
explained by Brachet as a diminutive
from bellus.

H. A. STRONG.

The University, Liverpool.

REVIEWS

LATIN AND GREEK IN AMERICAN EDUCATION.

Latin and Greek hi American Education.
Edited by FRANCIS W. KELSEY.
Pp. x + 396. New York : The Mac-
millan Company. 1911.

SCHOLARS on this side of the Atlantic
who are fighting the battle of the Classics
in School and College will welcome
these energetic and encouraging papers.
America has preceded us on the road
which leads to the abandonment of
Greek and Latin in education; and it
is satisfactory to find that many of the
best heads in America are discovering
that this broad road leads, if not to
destruction, at least to an inferior level
of culture.

In reading these collected papers one
discovers the reasons why the anti-
classic tendency has been so potent in
America. Apart from the violent
aggression of the fanatics of physical
science, of whose writings the book
contains some delightful specimens, the
main cause is impatience. Parents are
anxious that their sons should have
teaching directly leading up to their
professional work in the world. And
the sons themselves, who seem in
America to have the chief direction of
affairs, are eager for studies of which
they can see the fruit. Partly, the
decay of the Classics is a result of the
prevalent co-education, for it is generally
found that when women crowd into a
pursuit, men crowd out of i t ; and thus
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the flooding of the arts courses in
American Universities by girls has
made the men disposed to seek training
elsewhere. Besides this, granting the
postulate of most modern education
that learners should never be set to do
what they do not want to do, it is easy
to understand that the glamour of
physical discovery and of mechanical
invention dazzles the youth of America,
and makes them indisposed to spend
time on Latin grammar or Greek
literature.

According to Professor Kelsey's statis-
tics, Greek is suffering much more than
Latin. In 1889-90 of Latin students
one in eight was studying Greek, in
1903-4 only one in twenty, in 1909-10
only one in thirty-eight. Yet from the
point of view of culture Greek literature
is more important than Latin; and if
Greek went, Latin would be sure to
follow.

Mr. Kelsey's contributors do not
usually distinguish the two languages
in their arguments, but dwell broadly
on the value of a classical training as a
foundation for education. The Phy-
sicians, who come first, naturally point
out that the very language of medicine
is not intelligible without classical
knowledge. But the great point is,
according to Dr. Vaughan, that classical
training promotes a habit of close
observation, of attention to detail, of
alertness of mind, which is of inesti-
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mable value to a doctor. Americans
may be glad to know that the Regius
Professors of Medicine both at Oxford
and Cambridge are ardent philhellenes.

The Engineers, who come next, are
also insistent on the value of classical
mental training; but in particular they
insist on the great advantage to an en-
gineer to be able to think with exactness,
and express himself with precision. Pro-
fessor Sadler brings forward an argu-
ment which will appeal to the most
narrowly practical mind: ' I t is an
everyday experience that the origin of
most lawsuits in engineering, especially
in cases of interpretation of a specifica-
tion or in patent suits, may be trace-
able directly to some idea loosely or
inadequately expressed. The English
speech . . . requires a background of
training in the humanities.' Probably
in America this danger is even more
pressing than it is in England. The
President of an American University
told me that the want of power of
expression was the greatest obstacle to
be overcome in his college ; this is not
unnatural, since in America the speech
of everyday differs from formal writing
more than it does with us; and thus
the need for linguistic study is greater.
Professor Patterson throws scorn on
the attempts to provide in school and
college knowledge directly of use in
engineering. Professor Williams con-
cludes: ' I am warranted in saying that
I could have better spared any other
course that I took in high school than
the Latin.'

The lawyers and theologians who
contribute papers have an easier case,
classical study is so obviously necessary
in their pursuits. We are told how-
ever that one chief reason of the retro-
ceding of the Classics in education is
the shrinking in the number of candi-
dates for the ministry.

It is likely to have some weight in
America that the defence of the Classics
is also taken up by some noted ' men of
affairs': to them at all events the
youth of America will listen. And it is
very interesting to have from this
quarter also protests against the abuse
of the elective system, complaints that
the path of study is made too easy and
smooth ; even a panegyric of Latin and

Greek just because they are aloof from
daily life and set up an ideal standard.
It appears to me that experience justifies
the view that even as a training for
business the Classics are efficient. On
both sides of the Atlantic the position of
Head of great colleges and institutions
is very apt to be filled by a Classic.
Quite recently the Newcastle College of
Science robbed Oxford of one of her
most brilliant Classical tutors to find a
successor to Heads who were adepts in
physical science. And several Heads
of business firms in England have
sought for classically trained men. The
Civil Service in India is largely com-
posed of such.

Besides the expressions of opinion as
to the value of a classical training, Pro-
fessor Kelsey's volume contains several
excellent papers on the history of
classical teaching, on its psychological
justification, and on the best way to
bring out its virtue in actual teaching.
Especially good is the paper of Pro-
fessor Paul Shorey, well known as one
of the best Greek scholars in America,
who writes worthily of his reputation
on ' The case for the Classics.' He
shows a thorough mastery of the whole
subject, and seems to have read almost
everything written about it (except, I
fear, my own modest contribution in
Oxford at the Cross Roads). The follow-
ing is worthy of attention: ' Informa-
tion, knowledge, culture, originality,
eloquence, genius may exist without a
classical training; the critical sense,
and a sound feeling for the relativity of
meaning rarely if ever. I have never
met in private life or encountered in
literature a thinker wholly disdainful of
the discipline of the classics who did
not display his deficiency in this respect.'
Professor Wenley also contributes a
powerful paper. He puts the essence
of the matter thus: ' The classics illus-
trate, not the surface play of momen-
tary events, so often mistaken for
history at present, but the constitutive
operation of the human spirit, the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.
They reveal the quintessential motive-
force of significant achievement; they
lay a steady finger upon the permanent
factors of civilisation^, brushing aside
the petty nine days' wonders.' That is
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why in these days of democracy, of rest-
less bustle, of motor-cars and flying
machines, the Classics have become
more necessary than ever. No smatter-
ing of science, no talking of modern
languages, no short cuts to knowledge,
can take their place. And it is quite
true, as one of the writers before us
observes, that if the Classics go, the
Bible will go too, nor will even Dante
and Milton be far behind. The horizon

of the ordinary man will grow narrower
and narrower, and he will be more and
more at the mercy of the visible. There
will probably be an immense difficulty
in stemming the tide in America. But
anyone open to conviction must needs
be influenced by the mixture of experi-
ence and reason put together by Mr.
Kelsey.

P. GARDNER.

VARIA SOCRATICA.

Varia Socratica. First Series, by A. E.
TAYLOR (St. Andrew's University
Publications, No. IX.). 1 vol. Pp.
iv. + 269. Oxford : James Parker and
Co. 1911. 7s. 6d. net.

THIS book—sharing herein some of the
characteristics of its hero—is a very
remarkable and also a very disturbing
•one. Like him, iroiel airopelv, and like
him also it might be compared to a vdpicri
daXarria, but for a different reason,
because of its capacity not for benumb-
ing but for imparting an electric shock.
From the Foreword we learn that it is
•* only the first half of a collection [of
Essays] which the writer hopes to com-
plete in the course of a few months,'
and this work, again, ' is designed to
be merely preparatory to another on
the interpretation of the Platonic Philo-
sophy.' As the matter grew, the author
* found it increasingly impossible to
exhibit what in his conception forms
the very soul of the special -n-payiuneLa
of Plato, and to discriminate, so to say,
what is Platonic in Platonism from what
can be shown to be the depositum fidei
transmitted from Socrates.' The
present volume, then, is to render an
account of this depositum. Of the pro-
jected sequel we may at once say that
we look forward with extraordinary
interest and curiosity to the further
development of his views by a writer
whose claims to our keenest attention
have already been established within
this special sphere by his well-known
articles in Mind and his wonderfully
concise and suggestive little manual on
Plato (1908). The delay in the com-

pletion of his greater work need cause
no wonder when we consider the scope
and variety of the materials in the
present instalment. The five essays
are entitled in their order 'The im-
piety of Socrates,' ' The Aristotelian
Socrates,' 'The Siaaol Xoyot,' 'The
Phrontisterion,' and 'The words etSo?,
IBea in pre-Platonic literature.' The
last (and the most valuable, in our
opinion) is in itself a monument of
fruitful industry, giving, as it does, an
exhaustive history of these all-important
words up to the limit indicated, and
sometimes beyond it, in the case of
Isocrates and the Orators. We will
now state the main thesis which forms
the thread of connexion running
through the whole, and which contains
the startling element hinted at above.
It is that Socrates was not what has
commonly been supposed, that is, to
put it at its lowest and from the
author's point of view (p. 129), ' a
commonplace moralist of the market-
place ' (which we can only cap with
' In der Beschrankung zeigt sich erst der
Meister'), but the central figure of a
' Pythagorean or semi-Pythagorean '
group, a figure whose portrait as drawn
in the Platonic dialogues is ' in all its
main points strictly historical,' so that
to him is attributable the 'conception
of <f>iXocro(pia as an ascetic discipline
. . . leading through sainthood to the
attainment of everlasting life, the stress
laid on the ^.adijfiara as a vehicle of
spiritual purification, and the doctrine
of the eternal things, the aawfiwra /cal
1 orjra e'iSv, as the true objects of know-
ledge' (abridged from Foreword, ix, x)-


